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FEEMEZ Course summary

This course aims to introduce students to Japanese American literature and the history of Japanese
Americans with special focus on the internment of Japanese Americans during the WWII. We will
discuss such issues as identity, race & ethnicity, nationality and social justice as we read Jeanne
Wakatsuki Houston’s autobiographical novel, Farewell to Manzanar, and short stories by Japanese
American writers.

B HAE  Course goal

1. Understand the history of Japanese Americans
2. Develop skills of analyzing stories
3. Develop skills of critical thinking

3ENZ Course description

1. Introduction

2. “Japanese Immigrants and the Yellow Peril” from The Making of Asian America: A History

3. “Of Dry Goods and Black Bow Ties” by Yoshiko Uchida

4. “‘Military Necessity’: The Uprooting of Japanese Americans During World War 1I” and “‘Grave Injustices’:
The Incarceration of Japanese Americans During World War II” from The Making of Asian America: A History

5. “Making a New Asian America Through Immigration and Activism” from The Making of Asian America: A
History

6. Farewell to Manzanar 1-5

7. Farewell to Manzanar 6-10

8. Farewell to Manzanar 11-14

9. Farewell to Manzanar 15-19

10. Farewell to Manzanar 20-22

11. Documentary film

12. Mid-term paper presentation

13. “The Legend of Miss Sasagawara” by Hisaye Yamamoto

14. “The Legend of Miss Sasagawara” by Hisaye Yamamoto

15. Final paper presentation

el (78 - 18%8) % Preparation / Review

Students have to read the assigned material before class.

A Class style

Seminar




Pre-class writing assignments
Presentation

Mid-term paper

Final paper

Textbook: Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, Farewell to Manzanar

Face-to-face




